
Foundation Announces $1 for $1 Match and New Community Projects Grant 

A Third and Final Article Explaining the GIFT Challenge Grant 

Jennings County Community Foundation is excited to be a part of Giving Indiana Funds for Tomorrow, a 
challenge grant of Lilly Endowment Inc. As noted in earlier announcements, the challenge grant gives 
donors a chance to build their funds and give the Foundation the chance to meet its goal of $6,000,000 
in assets. The challenge includes the opportunity of matching a one dollar donation with a one dollar 
match from Lilly Endowment.   

Jennings County Community Foundation’s GIFT challenge provides the opportunity to have a dollar-for-
dollar match to an unrestricted fund.  This category, “unrestricted,” is for developing assets that provide more 
flexibility to the Foundation in the future.  JCCF is calling this category  “Touch Tomorrow…Today.”  Lilly 
Endowment is using this incentive to help foundations raise the amount of endowed money in their unrestricted 
funds. This match equals a 100% return on investment.  An unrestricted fund means that the donor who has 
established an “unrestricted fund” has given the responsibility to the JCCF Board of Directors to decide how 
awards from that fund will benefit the community.  

There are at least 3 ways for donors to participate in this category to raise endowed funds.  Those include a) an 
individual, named, “Touch Tomorrow… Today” Fund, b) a group named, “Touch Tomorrow…Today” fund, or  c) a 
donation to the foundation’s unrestricted  general “Touch Tomorrow…Today”  fund.  All three of the 
opportunities will be eligible for a dollar-for-dollar match. 

Why contribute to an Unrestricted Touch Tomorrow Forever fund? 

When you establish an unrestricted Touch Tomorrow Forever Fund your gift addresses a broad range of local 
needs that often cannot be anticipated at the time your gift is made.  The Board of Directors evaluates all aspects 
of community well-being.  The flexibility of your unrestricted gift enables the Board to respond to the 
community’s most pressing needs, today and tomorrow. How it Works: 

• You make an unrestricted gift to the Community Foundation. 
• You receive tax benefits in the year your gift is made. 
• Each year the Board of Directors determine the areas of community need that can be most benefited 

by grants from your gift and the grant is issued in the name of the fund you establish (if you prefer, 
grants can be made anonymously). 

• JCCF handles all the administrative details. 
• Your gift is placed into an endowment that is invested over time.  Earnings from your fund are used to 

make grants addressing community needs.  Your gift—and all future earnings from your gift—is a 
permanent source of community money, helping to do good work in Jennings County, forever.  
Literally, you have the opportunity to “touch tomorrow—forever” by giving to an unrestricted fund 

• Most charitable gifts qualify for maximum tax advantage under federal law.  For more information and 
ideas on ways to integrate your financial planning with charitable giving, ask your financial advisor or 
contact Jennings County Community Foundation.  



The JCCF Board is limiting the amount of donations that can be matched to $20,000 until the November 20th 
Anniversary Celebration.  With the start of the anniversary celebration the match restriction will be lifted and any 
amount of donations will be matched first come-first served, until all match money is gone.  

A final exciting piece to the GIFT challenge is the opportunity to assist in funding up to two community 
projects. The Foundation has set aside $30,000 for the two projects.  The money can be used to 
complete an existing project or start a new one that benefits the community.  To be eligible for a grant 
requires the organization to provide a $2 match for every $1 of grant money awarded.  Thus an 
organization applying for a $15,000 grant must raise $30,000 in match money to apply to the project.  
The guidelines for awarding a project grant are:    

   Eligibility: 
• The organization must be located in or carry out business in Jennings County.  The grant must 

serve citizens of Jennings County.  
• The grant must be for a tangible, capital project and not a program. 
• The grant request must be for a minimum of $15,000. 
• Have secured a plan for acquiring the necessary match money ($2 for every $1 requested) 

before the grant money is awarded for the project. 

   Preference Criteria 

   The board of the Foundation will consider the following when deciding who is awarded a grant from  
   the GIFT challenge funds: 

• Does the project support the mission of JCCF? 
• Does the project affect a significant percentage of the citizens of Jennings? 
• Does the project have the potential for being completed in a timely fashion? 
• Does the organization have a history of successful projects? 
• Does the project meet an important need in the community? 
• Does the project have the potential for being successful and for being sustainable over the 

long term? 
• Does the organization have the capacity and a plan for raising the necessary matching funds? 

The Foundation Board, through its Grants Committee, will carefully consider at a minimum the above 
criteria and will make its determination based on the best judgment of the board.  Application 
procedures and deadlines will be announced in the near future.  These project grants have the potential 
to do immediate and substantial good in our community.  Organizations are encouraged to think, dream, 
plan, and apply for one of the project grants. 

 

How You Can Participate in this GIFT challenge? 

There are several ways that friends of the Foundation can help.  First, donate to the Foundation either through an 
established individual fund or non-profit organization’s fund, or to the unrestricted Touch Tomorrow…Today  



fund.  A second way you can help could be to form a group of philanthropists, people willing to give back through 
the Foundation to benefit our community.  A third option is to work with a non-profit organization, help them 
raise money for their funds in the Foundation and thus help them acquire match funds. Finally, you can talk to 
people you know about this new match opportunity.  Help others to understand what a golden opportunity 
donors have to help the Foundation reach its goal of $6,000,000 in assets and have more money to help our 
community.  

“Neighbors helping neighbors is what the community foundation is all about,” stated Asset Development 
Chairman Bob Weeks.  “We do good for our community by what we give and that gets multiplied by many people 
doing good through the grants given by our foundation.  It is a beautiful win- win that uplifts and benefits all of us.  
If you have been thinking about giving to the foundation, now is the golden opportunity.” 

For more information or to make a donation, contact Barb Shaw at the Foundation at 346-5553, or at 
bshaw@jenningsfounation.net. 
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